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This is only the second month of the first term and we have 

organized quite a number of events and activities for the 

month of September. 

We started this month with the Mid-Autumn Day and Malaysia 

Day Celebrations. Our aim for this twin celebrations was to 

expose students to the history of formation of Malaysia and 

also to appreciate the cultural diversity of this country.  

Next, the prefects and student councillors for Year 2016/2017 

attended the Motivation & Leadership Training Camp at                 

Austin Heights Water and Adventure Park.  The aim of this 

programme was to instill leadership skills and qualities among 

our prefects and student councillors. 

The installation ceremony for the new prefects and student 

councillors was conducted during our school assembly this 

month. The prefects led by Lee Jia Yi, Head Prefect, took 

their oath followed by the student Councillors who took their 

oath led by Agilesh, Head of Student Council. 

The school launched the Budding Writers Book, an in-house 

publication from the school showcasing selected poems and 

essays written by our students. Our writers signed autographs 

for the students, teachers and staff who purchased the books. 

In conjunction with the Cambodia Humanitarian & Educational 

Excursion 2016 , a donation drive to solicit funds for JOGA 

School, was organized. Various activities including Canteen 

day and Budding Writers Book sales were organized with                  

success. We thank all parents and students for their support. 

On 24 September 2016, some school events were organized 

simultaneously. Meet & Greet Session, Parent       Support 

Group AGM, Money Tree Workshop and                                 

Pre-Departure Briefing for Cambodia Humanitarian and              

Educational Excursion were held.  Many parents attended 

these sessions and we look forward to more parents attending 

and supporting all our school future events. 

‘Together We Excel” 
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Motivation & Leadership Training 
Camp 

 

Each year the newly elected Prefects and Student Council members undergo a 

training process to ensure they have the skills needed to be able to carry out their 

respective duties. This year was no different. About 120 of our newly chosen                     

student leaders went on a leadership training camp at the Austin Heights Water 

and Adventure Park. The students were broken up into teams where they were 

lectured on the values and virtues that are expected of them over the coming year. 

They were then given a map of the Park where they needed to complete 12                       

different challenges. Each challenge had been specifically designed to test and 

train one aspect of leadership, including communication skills, team work, problem 

solving, working under pressure and observation skills. The students had to race 

to complete all 12 challenges spread out across the whole Water Theme Park. 

The day ended with the students having some free time to enjoy the wonderful 

waterpark with their friends. A big thank you to the school management for        

providing access to the waterpark for our young leaders. 

Mr. Michael David Dives 

Group Photo 
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Teachers in charge of their team building activities at respective activity stations. 

 

Hmmm…I guess it’s not 

as easy as they think to 

solve this… 

Where could station 2 

be? 

Wait…….stop! 

stop! 

Is that a moon? 

No? 

Left, Right, Left 

Right… 

Guys, have you 

found anything yet? 
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Prefects & Student Council Installation Ceremony 
 

The Prefects and Student Councillors were formally installed as the student leadership group for the 2016-2017                   

academic year. The students marched into the hall in front of the management board and the rest of the school. They 

then assembled on stage to say the oath that commits them to a year of service to the school. Congratulations to all 

those young leaders who will be looking after our school over the next year.  

Congratulations to Head Prefect, Lee Jia Yi & Deputy Head Prefect, Priya Rebecca Mohan.                                          

Student Council President, Agillesh A/L Manivannan & his assistant, Tan Zhi Yu 

2016/2017 Student Council Board 

2016/2017 Prefects Board 
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Young Writers Book Launching Ceremony 

A simple yet grand launching ceremony for the first ever 

published composition booklet was held at the school hall 

during DEAR programme on 6 September. A total of 23 

young writers contributed to the composition booklet by 

showcasing their writing talents and skills via a variety of 

genres. Being the VIPs of this joyful event, the school 

founder, Dato' Steve Chong and the CEO, Datin Low                    

officiated the ribbon cutting ceremony, which was                          

witnessed by all the academic and administrative staff as 

well as the students. 

“To A Great Mind, Nothing is Little” 

Sherlock Holmes 
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Mid-Autumn Day Celebration 

The Mid-Autumn Festival was celebrated on 15 September 

2016. Two Chinese Cultural Club members, Barry Tay and 

Yeo Chuen Ern of Year 11A presented a short video 

presentation about the Mid-Autumn traditional food. It 

shows the origin of moon cake, a significant food during 

the festival. 

The Lower Primary students came to school in their                   

beautiful traditional costumes and brought along their                

lanterns. Meanwhile, the Upper Primary and Secondary              

students participated in lantern making and riddles                      

regarding the festival.  

Winners of the lantern making was Royce Lee Jia Lerh, 

Y3A, Cheong Zhi Yan, Y4A and Cheong Zhi Xun, Y6U and 

the winners of the riddles were Lim Ming Shi, Y11U and 

Chong Xu Tong, Y6U. The celebration ended with the                      

traditional tasting of moon cakes and pomeloes. The                      

celebration was a joyous occasion organized yearly in the 

school. 

Malaysia Day Celebration 

Merdeka Day and Malaysia Day were celebrated on 15 September. The 

day started with a special assembly in the school hall. As students walked 

to the hall, they waved their Malaysia flags proudly.                   

The mood was further elated with performances by both 

the teachers and students. They sang patriotic songs 

and the audience sang along too. The power point 

presentation was informative as students learned that 

before Malaysia was formed, the Federation of Malaya 

gained independence from the British empire on 31            

August 1957. Malaysia Day was declared on 16                         

September 1963. The school lobby was decorated                 

elaborately to showcase the  rich culture and history of 

the country.   Malaysian students feel proud that they 

can share their country’s history with their foreign 

schoolmates.  
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Meet & Greet 

The Meet and Greet session was held on 

24 September 2016. It was a session of 

“getting to know your child” so as to                   

enhance their academic and social                     

development.    

The success of the previous sessions has 

made this event an important event in the 

school calendar. The response and                  

feedback from the parents, were                    

overwhelming, as many felt it was a good 

start to their child’s new academic year. 

Money Tree Workshop for 
Students & Parents 

The Money Tree Workshop for Junior and Basic Level was conducted 

successfully on 24 September 2016. About 40 students and 20 parents 

took part in the workshop. 

The students who attended the 2-hour workshop learned about financial 

literacy and money management. The parents who attended the                   

workshop had a separate session where they were briefed on what their                   

children will  learn if they choose the Money Tree Programme as a CCA 

activity. 

Later, the parents joined their children in the children’s workshop and 

participated actively in the auction. Earlier, in the children’s workshop, the 

children took part in the Q & A sessions and earned Money Tree currency 

which could be used in the auction to bid and win items on auction.                  

The auction session is one way for children to learn about money                   

management. Overall, the workshops were well received by the parents 

and students. 

Cambodia Humanitarian & Educational Excursion 

(Pre-Departure Briefing) 

A Pre-Departure Briefing for student participants of the Cambodian               

excursion and their parents was organized on 24 September 2016. The 

briefing was conducted by Mr. Suresh Kumar, the Excursion Leader. 

The participants were briefed on the planned itinerary, the Dos and 

Don’ts in Siem Reap; their project work  etcetera. 

During the Q & A session, many parents gave positive feedback to the 

programme and hoped  their children will have a wonderful and                    

memorable learning experience. 
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Donation Drive Campaign for JOGA (Journey of 

Grace Assembly) 

Cambodia Excursion team 

Austin Heights International School has a strong history of supporting                   

Charities and raising funds through fund-raising activities. Our students                 

diligently apply themselves to helping the less fortunate people and                  

embrace each challenge with enormous enthusiasm. Every year our students 

and staff work tirelessly to support various charities, from our local community 

or from overseas. 

At the start of the new academic term 2016 - 2017, we organised Canteen 

Day, to raise money for the Journey of Grace Academy (JOGA) in Cambodia. 

Our aim was to raise as much money as possible to fund the cost of                       

purchasing new classroom furniture and other equipment needed there.  
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A wide variety of activities was organized during Canteen Day; they included cake sales, food sales, karaoke   session, 

song dedication session and  book sales.  We also collected a large amount of donations from all our kids’ parents                 

including the school management and staff.  

It is very impressive how pro-active our students and staff were in supporting charity events throughout the year.  Austin 

Heights International School is immensely proud of our achievements to date and have many exciting ideas for                          

fund-raising in the future.  

Donation Drive Campaign continued…. 

 

The following students have been nominated as the Star 

of the Month for September 2016: 

September 

Lim Zi Yang (4A)                                                                                

– Being respectful and helpful 

Kaviyatra Kanna (5S)                                                                                 

– Being honest (Found mobile phone and                   

returned it to the owner) 

Issac Liau Jun Xuan (5S) 
– Being honest (Found mobile phone and                    

returned it to the owner) 

Harshan Kumar Jagathesveran (10S) 
– Being honest (Found mobile phone, money 

and watch and returned it to the owner) 
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Our Parent Support Group’s Annual General Meeting & Elections were held 

on 24 September 2016. Many parents attended the session. The AGM was 

chaired by the President, Mdm Meenambikai Arulappan. The school was       

represented by the Chairman, Dato’ Steve Chong, CEO, Datin Low Peck Tim 

and Principal, Mr Lui Lai Nam. Mdm Meena Arulappan briefed the attendees 

on the activities conducted and participated by the PSG for the academic year 

2015/2016. She also thanked the out-going committee for their hard-work and 

support throughout the year. 

Next, the elections to choose the new committee members for the academic 

year 2016/2017 was held. The new office–bearers and also the Year Group 

Representatives were duly elected. The office-bearers for the academic year 

2016/2017 are as follows:- 

President  : Mdm Meena Arulappan [2nd term] 

Vice President : Mr Muhammad Kaamil Douglas 

Secretary  : Mdm Toe Ju Li 

Asst. Secretary: Mdm Subhadra Devi (Rani) 

Treasurer  : Mr Raymond Low 

 

We congratulate the new Committee on their appointment and look forward to 

working together with them for another fruitful and successful year. 

Parents Support Group Meeting & Election of        

New Committee for 2016/2017 

2016/2017 PSG Committee Members  
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Dr Vanassa A/P Ratnasingam 

 
Year 11 Representative 
 

Parents can communicate with the office-bearers and also your respective Year Group                      

Representatives on any non-urgent issues related to your child’s learning at our school. 

Congratulations to PSG Office-Bearers (Academic Year 2016/2017 ) 

  Mr Quek Tee Ken 
 
  Year 10 Representative 

Mdm Meena Arulappan 
President 
Year  9 Representative 

  Mdm Krishnaveni Devaraj 
 
  Year 8 Representative 

Mr Muhammad Kaamil Douglas 
Vice-President 
Year 7 Representative 

  Mdm Toe Ju Li 
  Secretary 
  Year 6 Representative 

Mr Shabbir Hussain Iqbal 
Hussain 
Year 5 Representative 

  Mdm Subhadra Devi (Rani) 
  Assistant Secretary 
  Year 4 Representative 

Mdm Yong Lai Fun (Aven) 

 
Year 4 Representative 

  Dr Indrajit Rathnayake 
 
  Year 3 Representative 

Mr Raymond Low 
Treasurer  
Year 2 Representative 

  Mdm Midori Obata 
 
  Year 2 Representative 

Mdm Nada Badreldin Ibrhim 
Elshikeri 
Year 1 Representative 

  Mdm Shyara Banu Yakeem 
 
  Pre-School Representative 



 

 12 

          

30th Sept 2016, ISSUE  53 NEWSLETTER 

Date Event 

30 September 2016—7 October 2016 Cambodia Humanitarian & Educational Excursion 

21—23 October  2016 Teambuilding Motivational Camp at Outbac Broga 

25 October 2016 Halloween Celebration 

26 October 2016 
Children’s Day Celebration 
Deepavali Celebration (Lighting Ceremony) 

KEY DATES FOR THE TERM 
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